
To all members of the Catholic School Chaplains of Ontario 

From: Your CSCO executive team 

 

As we continue on our Lenten journey, we send you the peace and grace of Jesus. 

We write to you today with both deep concern and unwavering solidarity. As many of 
you have already heard, there has been a huge shift at the Dufferin-Peel Catholic 
School Board in regard to chaplaincy which caught many chaplains in the DPSB off 
guard. We recognize that such a decision, made without their valuable insight and 
expertise, not only affects them personally but also impacts the very heart of Catholic 
education in the DPSB. This also highlights the shifts that many Catholic boards are 
beginning to experience throughout the province of Ontario amongst publicly funded 
Catholic schools.  

As chaplains, we are more than staff members—we are the spiritual anchors of our 
school communities. We walk in faith with students and staff, offering pastoral care, 
fostering relationships, and nurturing the Catholic identity that makes our schools places 
of grace, compassion, and hope. Our ministry is not just a role but a vocation, one that 
calls us to accompany young people and staff in their faith journeys, to celebrate the 
sacraments, to offer comfort in times of struggle, and to inspire with the Gospel 
message. We are not youth church workers volunteering our time as one would for a 
parish, but trained professionals working in an educational institution.  

The Catholic School Chaplains of Ontario stand with the chaplains of the Dufferin-Peel 
Board and with all of you in this challenging moment. We affirm the essential work you 
do each day. To that end, we are sending a delegation representing CSCO to the 
Dufferin-Peele board meeting to re-emphasize the profound importance of the role of 
chaplaincy in our schools. We will advocate for the rightful place of chaplaincy in the 
conversation about the future of our positions in schools and ensure that Catholic 
School Boards understand the indispensable value of our work. 

Please know that you are not alone. We stand with you in prayer and action, and we are 
committed to supporting you in every way possible. May you continue to be a light in 
your schools, and may God grant you strength and wisdom as we navigate this 
challenge together. 

With faith and solidarity,​
The Catholic School Chaplains of Ontario 

 


